








 

































































 
 
 
 
 
 

#2 - 604 22nd Street West, Saskatoon, SK  S7M 5W1 

© Gabriel Dumont Institute of Native Studies and Applied Research Inc.     2015     www.gdins.org 

 

 

 
DEBRIEFING POINTS FOR THE BIG RIP OFF – by Karon Shmon 
 
・ The Métis were well-established on these lands before surveying took place. 

・ This had happened before in Manitoba in 1870. 

・ Who gets to make the rules and to whose advantage are the new rules or changes? 

・ The Métis tried peaceful and law-abiding means first; letters, petitions, spokespersons. 

・ Skilled leaders were asked to be advocates . . . but failed. 

・ Armed resistance was a last resort. There was a hidden agenda for a railway. 

・ Losing land was one thing, losing community was another thing. 

・ Who gets to tell the story? His-STORY was written by the victors. Other perspectives. 

・ Crazy rebel.  Law breaker.  Murderer.  Trial.  Louis Riel Day, November 16. 

・ Scrip rip-off.  Literacy and language issues. Speculators. Forgers.  Broken spirits. 

・ Aftermath. Affected areas included: 

o Health and well-being. Politics. Employability. Assets. Industry. Poverty.  The Métis 

finally have access to education (1944) and recognition in the Constitution (1982). 

o Denial. Internalized racism. Loss of culture, language, and heritage.  “Be anything but 

Métis if you can” prevailed for many generations after 1885 as a means of survival. 

o “Canada’s Forgotten People”. Without treaty, land base, or legal recognition. 

o Brighter futures after 1976 Cultural Conference which called for GDI – cultural retention 

and renewal.  Founded in 1980 and has grown, SUNTEP, GDC, DTI, T&E, Publishing. 
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