HISTORY

From the beginning, Native Rights or Aboriginal
Rights, have been recognized in Canada. A
consistent pattern in Law has recognized these
rights. 8So has government policy. As a result

a variety of agreements and settlements regarding
aboriginal rights were made with native people.
These agreements now blanket approximately

one-half of Canada.

Since, by definition, aboriginal and treaty
rights inure to individuals by virtue of the
fact that they are native people, the mere

fact that, an individual native person is
excluded from the Indian Act does not affect

his native rights. 1In other words native rights
are derived from oneé's racial and cultural
origins rather than from provisions of the

Indian Act.

Now withstanding the lack of difficulty in
precisely determining who 'is a Native person,
a number of varied agreements and settlements
with Natives have taken place. For example,

the treaties.
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The halfbreeds or Metis on the other hand were
treated quite differently. No seperate policy
by the Federal Government.was put in place

to maintain the Metis as a category of persons
with special status. Since the halfbreeds
lacked this government protection,our rights
were recognized but, never settled in a satis-

factory manner.

This was particularly true after the Riel Rebellion

or Riel War depending on your point of view.

The Treaty-negociations were recorded in a book
entitled, The Treaties of Canada with the Indians
1880, by the Federal Government negociation
Lieutenant Governor Morris from Manitoba. He

wrote about the situation as follows:
THE HALM-UILERDS,

Kre passing froin the subject, I eannot refraiu from alluding
to the Hali-breed population of the North-\est Territories,
Those people are mainly of Ireneh Canadian deseent, though
thero are a fow of Beoleh Dlood in the tervitories. "Their infly-
once with the Tndinn population is extensive.  Tn Manitoha
there is o large population of Freneh Metis awd Seolel Half-
breeds, and they wre proud of their mixed blood,  This raee iy
an important factor with regard to all Noech West questions.
His Excelleney the Yarl of Dullerin, with his keen appreci.
tion of men and facls, astutely scized the position and thus
referved to them in his specely ub a bunquet in his Lonor, given
by the ceitizens of the whiome hawmlel, winl wow ciby of Win-
nipug, on the occasion of his visit w the Provines of Munitoba
in the year 1877,
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ik The Trenlios OF Cometdea with the Indiane,

s sulsisting hotveeon e verdl men Ayl vurseiyey is dye @
Lhe Tallienee s mlerpositiog of ([ ivalunhle elass of 1y, -
e Tl flnecd seltiers i ploneers of Manitohy, wlin, e,
hiviuy Huv do the iuul'tlilznml, the viduwianee antd love
Cnberpeise sonern (o by e strain of Tndian Plood within (jei:
viens, with lye civilization, the Bstenetion, amd the atel ]
Bt pover deprjeed

from  theip Euthers, lapve Jreeached (1.

Crospel of ponee anl good Wil gl il respoct, wi
cipradly beneiicent results (o the Tndian cliefragy, in his tode.
and o the British sel(lor iy, the shanty, They have Ly
he aniburssinlogy Letwoen e vitsb il e wes) the illt('l'l\[n
tevs of civilisition and s extgencies o e hwellers on ¢
prafviv as well ay the CNponents to the white wep of the eos,
stderitivg Justly due o the suseeptibilities, (he sCUSItive iy
respect e prejudices, (e e eraving fop Justicn, of 1.,
Bintinae e Iy o they have done juop the colony whe
otherwine would have Lo, loft uhaceomplishod, wnd v |
trodhieeed hetween (e wisite popakiiion i the ved mpao,
Lrsuditingl r'x-{°]illg Dty ol fricndship wihicl Ty for the
16 mighn have Do tpossible {o estublish,”
For sy own part, 1 ean Prankly suy, thae | always Lad (-
conlideeg, SUPPOrt g netive Co-operation af e TGl f-breods « o
wll origins, in My negelintions with (e Liudizar teilies, el [ owe
“them this full acknowledgmeng therent, /—'T‘ln: Half-breeds -
- the territories e of three cl;tsm's~—lnt., those who, as at =
Favuvent, e Prinee Albert, the (A ppelio Lakesund B,
Lony e thiede faris and humes 2nd, those wha _re entive!
dentitied witl the Inddians, living wigh them, nag speaking e
Jingunge S those whao o not, HISIT PTTI after the habit.

uf Cie il by the pursuil of the buftalo and the thase,
They wilt
soil, and enny
firnned by the Government in their lmlt]in_-_;s, and will conting,.
to make their tiving Ly farming and bradiy g
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The second cluss have been vecogiized s Luedinns, wood luve
passedd dnto Che bands wiong whon ey readde,

The pesition of the third class is more ditfientt, e Joss
of the means of Hvelihoml by the desteuction of the bufiiclo,
presses upuu thens, as upon onr Pddion tribes 5 and with regard
to them I oveperted i 1876, and | have seen HO 1esor Lo
change my views, as follows

“Fhere is another class of the population in the North-\West,
whose position [ desire tu bring under the notice of the Privy
Counetl. T refer to the wittidering Half-breeds of the pladis, wh
ave chivllysof venel deseent amd live the Gl of the Tudis,
There arve afow who wre identitiod with Uhe Indinus, but there
is o lrge class of Metis who live by the haent of the
have no settled howes,

Q

budiido, il
L think that a census of the ey
of these should Le procured, and while T would not Le
1o reeommend  Lieir being browsdi winder the tre
suggest thab Tand should e assigied (o Ui
settling down, if after an o

disposed
whies, | would
y o Lhat on their
xaminndion into hejp ciremnstinees,
it should be founl neeessary wl e
should be given them to enable the
operitions.”

spelient, some assistance
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&& Morris in his address to the halfbreeds of Lake
2 wa,
C,A Half Breeds. (nothing copiled)
\/T-‘i "10 Black, vol. 3613, file L4OKL

[%f)(o.erndt‘# R
M‘ m“\ I |
‘Q Wwhen- Treaty No. 4 was negotimted with the Indians, the
Halfbreeds living in Southern Saskatchewan presented a petition
to Lt. éévernor Morris. In the petition they asked that the
Government of Canada also remember them, and that they be
permitted to keep the land they had broken along the Qu'tAppelle
tr\%jme\\eﬁiver. They also asked that their rights to fish and hunt

‘ﬁiwd_ be protected, not only from the encroachments of whitemen, -
\ but 2150 from "arbitrary" action by the Indians, In addlition,
the Halfbreeds asked the Government of the North West Terri-
tories and Canada to regulate the buffalo hunt, as well
as protect the rights of trade of the Halfbreeds.. {Half-
breed Petition of Sept. 11, 1874) .,

Morris answered thelr requests by saying he would see
what he could do to permit the Halfbreed peéple to kKeep thgir
lands along the river, and stated that he was almost certaln
that theilr rights would be respected, However, he did point
out, that he was only glving such assurances to the Halfbreeds
already in the Qu'Appelle area, for all persons of mixed
extraction who would subsequently move into the area would
be treated like White Settlers.. Morris also stated that he
would ask the North West Councll to look into the possibllity
of regulating the buffalo hunt, and consider passing other

laws to protect game. {Morris Address to the Halfbreeds
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The priestgzof Qu'Appelle have lived:

1. have a long history of residence and the
halfbreeds in the Qu'Appelle area were not
(if at all) satisfactorly. dealt with by the
Federal Government. The Federal Government
regarded the halfbreeds as scomeone else's (the

provincels) responsibility.

The activities of the governments in neglecting
their responsibilities coupled with the desire

of the churches to expand their religious
influences prompted the churches becoming involved
intensively with the hafbreed population in

%@stern Canada.

There were many conflicts to which the native
people particularly the halfbreed had become
victim. To

1. There was the settlement of aboriginal
claims. This conflict results from injustice
of not receiving a satisfactory settlement

of claims. Always there was the question of

who was responsible Federal or Provincial Government,

2. There was the conflict of the English and

French over a number of issues:

A. Religion (Catholic or Protestant)

B Language (French or English)

C. Political affiliations (Liberal or Conservative)
D

Schooling (Seperate schools or Public schools)

s



The establishment of Industrial schools and
agricultural activities had its beginnings in

the 1800's. In a letter from Father Fourmond

of the catholic church to the Department of

the Interior Minister White regarding an
Industrial school.

"We had before the Rebellion a large farm

S0 as to show them a good example and to encourage
them (halfbreeds)}. Since then our lack of means
has prevented us from continuing the same. I

then formed an agricultural society which about

50 young halfbreeds are members but to keep afloat
this, your society, the miserable times through
which we are now passing we would require special
assistance and encouragement from honourable and
powerful person like yourself. We have loaned
oxen and ploughs even furnished several ten dollar
to enable parties to enter for their lands, but
what we have done is nothing compared to what
remains to be done. One of the bhest ways to

make good farmers of our halfbreeds would be to
give particular attention to that portion of

the petition relative to an Industrial school."

./8



Industrial schools and agricultural activity

&mm\&im&;qhg were both for the halfbreeds and Indian under

tleudtuel acty

. bd. treaty. The halfbreeds particulariy were
Halbroads omd

. encouraged to develop a land base to support
> the tax system. The objective was to have

af

the native people contribute to the tax system.

The Lebret Metis Farm Lands were obtained by
the provincial government mainly from the Ohlates

(the Oblates are an order of the catholic church).

It is very questionable exactly how the Oblates
came into possession of these lands. From

oral testimony the origin of much of this land
has its origin in script. From the individuals
who had this land as script and how this trans-
ferred to the Oblates give rise to may questions.
Namely whether theOblates paid for the land

¢,

or was 1t received for nothing!’

One thing is clear  that the land, when acquired
had obligations attached. This is manifest in
the commitments which the Oblates reguired the

provinecial government to assume, when the sale of
Land transfer of 1945. This is discussed later in
the report.

/9
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From information from land transfers examples

of no transfer sums registered coupled with
statements of resident of the area who were
involved in the farm.Oblates got the land often
for $100 and sometimes nothing. Also the Oblates
got the land as the commitment to impliment the

program which was discussed.

The program of the operation of the farm was
part of a larger plan to independance for
individual Metis. The idea was to train the
Metis family while training,the family head
would receive an employment allowance or wage as it

was called. This allowance was less than he could
have made in a comparable work situation. After
training for five to fifteen years the family
would be established with land, equipment, and
livestock. This program would establish indepf
endance. This program resulted in two things:
(1)The Metis family would be a contributing
tax base for the community. Also because of
community involvement would become a model
citizen or parishoner.

(2)Metis families would no longer be recipients
of Relief therefore, a saving would be realized
to the community.

. /10
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This program was the original intent and deserves

merit,

The provincial government became very involved
in this program of the Oblates in the thirties.
At that time the local municipalities petitioned
the provincial governments to assist because

the metis were becoming a heavy charge of relief

in the municipality at Fort Qu'Appelle.

What resulted was very active involvement of
the provincial government in the Oblate Metis
Farms. Farms were jointly run or established
in municipalities which were heavily burdened.

- E.g., Cresent Lake, Cooked Lake, Willow Bunch,
Lestock, etc. Again the original objective of
assisting metis to become tax payers was always
encouraged. The farms were run jointly by the
government and the Oblates in the late thirties
and early forties. There were contracts signed
between the government and the Oblates to carry

out the established activity of the farm.

The‘contract between the Oblates and the provincial
governmeﬁt came up for renewal as the CCF was

elected in Saskatchewan. The government did not
continue the contract with the Oblates, but continued
the farm operation. The Department of Social Welfare
continued the activity of a Metis Farm which was

to train and employ the metis residents of the
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region. The continuation of the farms was the
fulfillment of the original intent. Also this
continuation of the farms and the fulfillment

of the intent as originally outlined in the
program was manifest in the establishment of
.Co-operative operations. Each metis farm had the
establishment of these co-operatives as part

of the operation of the farm. Always the farm
continued even until today as the Metis Farm

for the benefit of the metis people.

LAND DESCRIPTION

Lebret is located fifty five miles east of

Regina.

Lebret Metis farm is located in the Qu'Appelle

Valley north of the village of Lebret.

There are two farms which are now together

make up the present Lebret Metis Farm.

One is land which was historically the farm
used as part of the Industrial school for treaty

Indians.

The other is land which was always used as Metis Farm.

PROPOSAL
Our proposal is the fulfill of the program and

intent for which historically the farms were established.

. /12
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namely:
(1)Training of individuals and families

(2)Establishment of individual in farming activities

The would be accomplished by establishment

of a economically viable farm unit. This

unit would be self-sustainhing and viable. The

farm unit would have as part of the operation

a training component. Utilizing existing land
buildings we would continue the present operations

of grain farming, hog operations, cow-calf operations,
dairy and other farming activities that would

be wviable units.



