HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT

Olive Patricia Dickason

Dr. Olive Dickason is a distinguished member of three
communities: aboriginal, journalistic and academic. She has
contributed greatly to Canadians’ understanding of the aboriginal
people. She is a graduate of Father Athol Murray’s Notre Dame
College, Wilcox, Saskatchewan.

After a 23 year career in journalism as an award-winning editor for
the Winnipeg Free Press and the Globe and Mail, and several years
as Chief Information Officer for the National Gallery, she studied
history at the University of Ottawa. Following her PhD in 1977, she
entered academia.

As one of Canada’s outstanding historians and authors, with five
books and hundreds of book reviews, scholarly articles and
monographs to her credit, she is a pioneering scholar of Native
Studies. Frustrated by the lack of an adequate survey textbook, she
produced Canada’s First Nations: A History of Founding Peoples,
which won the Sir John A. Macdonald prize from the Canadian
Historical Society and is now in its third printing. Her awards include
the Dr. Joseph Crowshoe Award from The First Nations Student
Association and the Native Centre of The University of Calgary. She
is a Professor Emeritus of History at the University of Alberta. In 1987
Dickason was a delegate from the Women of the Métis Nation to the
First Ministers’ Conference and in 1992 she was named Métis
Woman of the Year. Most recently she was named a member of the
Order of Canada.



